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into two. Act Premium Full VersionSilent Spring, modernized -- The widespread power of the
pesticide industry stands in stark contrast to the mountain of evidence for its harm, which was
viewed by many as a landmark book at the time of its release in 1962. When Rachel Carson's

book first came out, the cotton industry was pushing pesticides that killed off bugs, weakening
the plant and providing fewer clothes to sell in exchange for the meager profits. The produce
industry was arguing for pesticides to treat food and protect it from bacterial contamination,

which was the cause of diarrheal disease. After decades of worry that wide-scale pesticide use
was causing environmental damage, scientists were beginning to suspect that even small
amounts of pesticides were also harming other ecosystems. The public was learning that
pesticides actually didn't kill off dangerous insects -- they just burned out of control and

affected whole ecosystems. Many pesticides were also, according to the industry's wishful
thinking, necessary to protect public health. The pesticide industry was beginning to realize

that the near-unanimous public fear of their products was the reason they were one of the only
industries that were shielded from regulation by the government, and that they needed to

avoid getting on the wrong side of people who might actually be harmed by their products.
They did not want to appear to be spraying toxic poisons in the air to kill off birds and insects,

so they hoped to change the public perception of pesticides to the point where they could
blame everything on people who objected. Advertisement: Today, the situation is similar. Few
people have seen the evidence that pesticides are harmful to animals and the environment, so
all that's left to protect the industry are fear and paternalistic economics, and even that now is
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not enough. But as long as consumers don't believe that pesticides damage crops and pollute
waterways, the pesticide industry can continue to unleash its products and develop new ones
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