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board members proposed a number of changes to Michigan’s education code last week to improve school security at a time when many schools across the country are already outfitting their classrooms with metal
detectors. The board members, appointed by Gov. Rick Snyder, have focused on adding a “security measure” requirement to each school district’s code for three years. The new mandates will require schools to
“establish and report to the district’s board on the type and number of security measures” they have in place. School boards are expected to approve each measure and record their security decisions on bylaws.

Under the new law, schools must post a picture of each security measure in place and inform the public of the need for additional security. In addition, boards could be required to report to state and federal
government agencies on the number and type of metal detectors installed, and whether the measures are in compliance with the law. This is the first of three parts in what will eventually be a full education code

overhaul. “I think it’s good to see the state is trying to make sure that whatever measures we’re putting in place are compliant with the law and that we’re letting the public know of any measures we’re going to be
utilizing,” said school board member Joe Kozlik, who sponsored the measure. The proposed security measure must include an 80 percent population coverage of the school’s building, and can’t exceed $5,000 per

entry point. Each measure should contain a 30-day and annual plan that includes additional security measures. “The requirement to set forth specific security measures is critical to ensuring the adequacy of
security measures,” according to the proposed code language. The requirement will work, Kozlik said, because most districts have written bylaws that require “reasonable security
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