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Of course we will have a revolution in
printing: we will have screens, lasers, and
other sorts of ink that can be burned off.
But for the foreseeable future, ink will be

ink, and paper will still be the most flexible
and most inexpensive way to print. The
reasons for this are many. First, to print
anything digitally, you need a computer.
Second, for inkjet printing, you need to

replace the ink. Eventually, we will discover
a permanent, non-toxic ink. But we are not
there yet. Third, ink is cheap. Fourth, paper

is cheap and plentiful. We may decide to
stop wasting so much of it. This

combination of cheap ink and cheap paper
has been around for a long time. Beginning
in the second millennium B.C., Chinese and

Egyptians wrote on papyrus and used
cranes to feed the paper through the

writing tools. In 1601, the year Gutenberg
published the Bible, there were already

7,000 printing presses in Germany. Before
the invention of the printing press, books
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were expensive. High-quality paper and
lavish decorations made the books worth

the investment. Even then, books still cost
around 20 percent of a monk’s income.

When the press was invented in
1450––around the same time that the

university was invented––and book
production became possible, the price of
books plunged. The price of books might

be higher than a monk’s income, but it was
small beer. Today, if you want to read the
Bible, you can buy a new-in-the-box Kindle

Edition for a paltry $10. Now that you
understand why, you may wonder about all

the hype I am hearing about digital ink.
Where do we get it? We get it from the

chemical industry, which prints on screens.
The ink
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