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As the novel's popularity has increased, so too has its mystique, its ever-growing mythology, and, like all good myths, The Great Gatsby has become a powerful touchstone for
contemporary audiences. Its significance is all the more astounding considering that, as a literary classic, it's often trundled off at the level of a mediocre novel, if not worse.

Lending it the power it currently enjoys is the recognition that if there's one thing that Gatsby gets right, it's the vitality of his voice. Yet he's a voice without a body, the kind of
voice that inhabits every inch of the Gatsby world. Its fitting, therefore, that Gatsby delivers a voice-over narration in the closing pages, a text-to-text come to attention that, by
design, marks him as the master of this place and this time. On the textual side, The Great Gatsby has undergone a fashionable adjustment to its denouement. Did it ever has a

denouement? The point is, Fitzgerald developed his plot in fits and starts, always struggling to balance the desire to relay a gripping story, ideally one that possessed the
momentum to propel its characters into oblivion, with a growing awareness of the limitations of his undertaking. The Great Gatsby is both a success and a failure. It's a highly

enigmatic work that fans will argue about endlessly; conversely, it's a novel that can never be parsed at this point, not when a reader's imagination is still sufficiently endowed with
the necessary tools to do the job. Read it and decide for yourself. On the other hand, the Great Gatsby is immensely complex. At its most elemental, it is a love story, but the love
here is hardly sentimental. It's a love affair between the idea of beauty, which is embodied in the glamorous East, and the reality of money, represented by the values and style of

the West. It's about catching the train and it's about the lengths to which the West will go to keep the East from catching up, from stealing its cultural dominance. And it's about the
pull of the past, of the familiar and the nostalgic. Oh, and there's a whole host of other things going on as well.
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Based on a remarkable sequence of letters between Fitzgerald and his wife Zelda, the book,
originally published in 1925, is a vibrant, darkly comic, and somewhat tragic coming of age story set
in the Roaring 20s. In a letter to the young author, his publisher, Max Perkins, described his new star
author: Imagine some rich kid in Princeton who gets drunk one night and runs off to the West, where
he meets up with two or three other drunken rich kids, becomes one of them, and then reports for

duty (with the hilarious result that his own father is there to greet him at the train). And all this
flashes by in a dazzlingly gauche few pages of absolute magic in about an hour and a half. Maybe

the most interesting thing is that this rich kid is very poor, and that's the key. For if you're rich, then
why shouldn't you be able to have an affair with three or four girls and get away with it? Gatsby's

youth is so obscure that at the beginning of the book he still doesn't even have a name. But what he
does have is the money, the innate charm, the idyllic New York background, the looks (tall, slender,

coiffed), the blue eyes and brown eyes, the blunt charm and the keen intelligence. Gatsby was
exceedingly successful; the book was translated into countless languages, spawned film, radio and
television adaptations, and inspired the best-selling Baz Luhrmann movie of the 21st century. It was

a bestseller for its first year, the last item of 1925, the book's 300th anniversary year, but it's no
longer in the Top 100, though its author's reputation has soared in tandem with his fame.
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