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epithelial cell tumors: analysis of 320 cases using three histologic criteria. In this study the authors

analyzed 319 epithelial cell tumors treated at the University of Kentucky to determine the
importance of 3 histologic features commonly used for predicting prognosis in squamous cell

carcinoma: infiltrative growth, keratinization, and nucleolar size. Using all 318 available records for
patients with epidermoid carcinoma (n = 95), the authors generated a prognostic index for each of 3

aspects of tumor growth and verified its prognostic significance in various histologic subsites. The
authors analyzed all cases of epidermoid squamous cell carcinoma (SCC) (n = 95) in the oral cavity,
oropharynx, and larynx. A tumor scoring system was developed based on 2 questions, 1 about tumor
size and 1 about degree of keratinization. A prognostic index was generated for each of 3 criteria by
multiplying the tumor size score with the degree of keratinization score. The value of the prognostic

index was then determined by using it to stratify the prognosis of the patients into 3 categories
(good, intermediate, or poor prognosis). The prognostic significance of the 3 histologic features was
then compared using multivariate analysis. This study revealed that although both tumor size and
keratinization are predictive of prognosis, degree of keratinization is more strongly predictive of

prognosis than is tumor size. Compared with all patients with SCC, the prognosis was better for both
disease-specific and disease-free survival for patients with tumors that were large (> or =6 cm) and
had no signs of keratinization, whereas patients with both small tumors and keratinized tumors had
significantly worse survival compared with the SCC cohort. This study has provided evidence that

morphologic criteria are more useful than size criteria for predicting prognosis for patients with SCC.
The degree of keratinization was more strongly predictive of survival than was tumor size.You are
here The Issues Congress Must Address Now Congress’s recess means that we, as taxpayers and

parents, are unable to address our critical needs.
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